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Abstract:  

Child abuse is a serious problem that results in devastating and long lasting damage to individual 

and community at large. Child abuse is a global issue affects children of all ages, gender, races, and 

ethnicities and in varied socio economic classes linked to causes of child morbidity, mortality, 

school refusal and educational dropout. Aim of the study: This study aimed to identify the 

correlation between child abuse and school refusal among primary school children in Benha City, 

Qaliubya Governorate. Sample: The study sample consisted of 400 students from 5th and 6th grade 

of education from Alshahid Abdal-Monem Riad School. Research Design: A descriptive 

correlational design was utilized in this study. Tools: In this study two tools were used for data 

collection: I) a structured interviewing questionnaire included socio-demographic data of the 

studied students and their parents as well as questionnaire about different types of child abuse. II) 

School Refusal Assessment Scale. Results: The results revealed that, near to half of the studied 

children have moderate level of child abuse from their family, near to half have high level of child 

abuse from school and less than half of them have mild level of school refusal behavior. Also, there 

was a highly statistically positive correlation between total child abuse and total school refusal 

scales among primary school children in Benha city. Conclusion: The study concluded that studied 

children exposed to child abuse from family, school, have exposed to mild level of school refusal 

and there was a highly statistically positive correlation between total child abuse and total school 

refusal scales among primary school children in Benha city. Recommendations: Therapeutic 

guidance programs should be prepared for children who exposed to child abuse or have school 

refusal. Psycho-educational programs should be integrated as nursing intervention for students and 

their parents to enhance their psychological wellbeing as well as reducing school refusal . 

ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

Key words: Child abuse, Children, School refusal 

 

Introduction 

School age is the segment of the life 

span that extended from age 6 years to 

approximately 12 years. School age is the last 

period in which girls and boys are close in 

size and body proportions while their social 

and developmental growth accelerates and 

increase in complexity (Mcleod, 2018). Child 

abuse is a serious problem that results in 

devastating and long lasting damage to 

individual and community at large. The     

World Health Organization WHO, (2017) 

defines child abuse and child maltreatment as 

"all forms of physical and/or emotional ill-

treatment, sexual abuse, neglect or negligent 

treatment or commercial or other exploitation, 

resulting in actual or potential harm to the 

child's health, survival, development or 

dignity in the context of a relationship of 

responsibility and trust or power. 

Experiencing abuse can impact on a child's 

development and behavior. The negative 
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impact of child maltreatment on the child, 

family, and society as a whole cannot be 

underestimated. Abused child suffer both 

immediate and long-term impairments to their 

mental, emotional, physical, educational, and 

social well-being (Jordan, et al., 2016). 

There is a number of risk factor that 

may or may not be direct causes of child 

abuse. A combination of risk factors are those 

characteristics linked with child abuse and 

neglect include individual, relational, 

community, and societal factors contribute to 

the risk of child abuse and neglect. Although 

children are not responsible for the harm 

inflicted upon them, certain characteristics 

have been found to increase their risk of being 

abused and or neglected as being child with 

special needs that may increase caregiver 

burden (e.g., disabilities, mental health issues, 

and chronic physical illnesses (National 

Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 

2019). 

School refusal is a serious emotional 

problem that is stressful for both children and 

parents that is characterized by an emotional 

distress at a time of attending school or school 

attendance difficulties. It can result in 

significant short- and long-term effects on the 

social, emotional, and academic development 

of the child due to abuse. School refusal can 

take many forms. It can include behaviors like 

frequently struggling to arrive at school on 

time, leaving before the school day ends, or 

not attending school at all. Headaches, 

fatigue, stomachaches, and other physical 

symptoms of anxiety may make it hard to get 

off to school in the morning or make it feel 

necessary to leave early (Maynard et al., 

2015). 

The role of nurses can be involved in 

prevention, early identification, reporting, and 

treatment related to child maltreatment to 

prevent school refusal because of their 

opportunity to interact with children daily.   

School nurses are professionally and ethically 

accountable to do the following: know local 

laws, regulations, policies, and procedures for 

reporting child maltreatment, know the signs 

and potential indicators of child maltreatment, 

provide clear nursing documentation that 

includes questions asked and answers given 

and use a body diagram when appropriate for 

suspected child maltreatment (National 

Association of School Nurses, 2016). 

Significance of the study 

Child abuse is a global issue affects 

children of all ages , gender, races, ethnicities, 

in varied socio economic classes and is in the 

forefront in the line of wide spread social 

issues and social problems (Diagneault et al., 

2013). Every year about 41,000 children 

under 15 years are victims of homicide. Child 

abuse has serious consequences, the effects 

can be immediate as serious injuries, die or 

last as life time in which adults who were 

abused or neglected as children have a higher 

risk of perpetrating or being a victim of 

violence, depression, obesity, high-risk sexual 

behaviors and unintended pregnancies 

.Studies show that child abuse has high 

economic costs in medical expenses, legal 

costs, and lost productivity (WHO, 2017). In 

our Egyptian society children represent 

abroad sector of the population, healthy 

childhood is the cornerstone of any dynamic 

and healthy society so this study will be 

conducted to determine the correlation 

between child abuse and school refusal among 

primary school children in Benha city. 

Aim of the study: 

This study aims to identify the correlation 

between child abuse and school refusal among 

primary school children in Benha city. 
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Research questions: 

What is the level of child abuse and school 

refusal among primary school children in 

Benha City? 

What is the correlation between child abuse 

and school refusal among primary school 

children in Benha city? 

Subject and Method: 

Research design: 

A descriptive correlational design was used to 

carry out the present study  . 

Research setting: 

The present study was conducted in Alshahid 

Abdal-monem Riad School in Benha City, 

Qaliubiya Governorate, which is affiliated to 

the ministry of education (after using simple 

random to choose this school).  The capacity 

of the Alshahid Abdal-monem Riad School is 

1029 students. Additionally, the flow rate of 

student is 200 pupils annually. 

Research Sampling: 

Sample size: The sample size was calculated 

at power 80%, confidence level 95% and 

margin of error 5%. It was 400 students that 

represent 100% according to sensitive test of 

total students who studied in the primary 

school (Alshahid Abdal-monem Riad) in 

Benha city in 2019. The target population was 

400 students. 

Sample technique: The researcher used a 

convenient sample of (400) students from 

Alshahid Abdal-monem Riad School in 

Benha City who fulfilled the following 

criteria. 

All available students were in primary school 

in the selected classes from 5th and 6th grade 

of education during data collection. 

Both sexes . 

Agreed to participate in the study. 

Free from psychiatric disorders. 

Tools for data collection: 

        In order to fulfill the aim of the study the 

data were collected using the following tools : 

Tool (I): A structured Interviewing 

Questionnaire: 

This questionnaire was developed by the 

investigator after reviewing the related 

literature to obtain complete data about the 

students. This questionnaire was covered the 

following items :-  

Part I: Socio-demographic Data : 

It consists of 14 items to elicit data about the 

socio demographic characteristics of studied 

students and their parents include: 

Socio-demographic characteristics of the 

child's parents include mother's age, marital 

status, mother's educational level, mother's 

occupation, father's age, father's educational 

level, father's occupation and residence. 

Socio-demographic characteristics of the child 

include age, gender, number of siblings, order 

of the child among his siblings, cohabitation 

and classroom. 

Part II: Child Abuse Questionnaire: 

This questionnaire was developed by El-

Nagar, (1998) and modified by the researcher 

to measure child abuse from child's family 

(father, mother, siblings) and school. This tool 

consists of 100 questions; it was   in the form 

of a Likert scale with three levels; (2) always, 

(1) sometimes and (0) never. It was divided 

into 4 portions, as the following :-  

-Questionnaire 1 about physical abuse: It 

included 19 questions concerned with child 

physical abuse from mother, father or siblings 
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at home and 11 questions concerned with 

child physical abuse at school . 

-Questionnaire 2 about sexual abuse: It 

included 13 specific questions related to 

sexual behavior from mother, father or 

siblings at home and 5 specific questions 

related to sexual behavior at school as 

watching sexual films and pictures  

- Questionnaire 3 about emotional abuse: It 

included 19 questions concerned with child 

emotional abuse from mother, father or 

siblings at home and 12 questions concerned 

with child emotional abuse  at school as 

threatening, criticism, verbal abuse and the 

negative outcomes of emotional abuse as 

isolation  

-Questionnaire 4 about neglect: It included 

19 questions concerned with parent and 

school neglect for the child from mother, 

father or siblings at home and 2 questions at 

school. 

Scoring system: 

  < 50    % indicates mild child abuse. 

50   > 75   % indicates moderate child abuse. 

 >75   % indicates severe child abuse. 

Tool (II): School Refusal Assessment Scale 

– Revised (SRAS-R:) 

This scale was developed by Kearney, 

(2002).This scale was used to assess which 

functions are most relevant to a particular 

case of school refusal behavior.  This scale 

consists of (24 questions) in the form of a 

Likert scale with three levels; (2) always, (1) 

sometimes and (0) never. It consists of four 

function or subscales related to school refusal 

behavior 6 questions for each function or 

subscale. Function one (avoidance or stimuli 

provoking negative affectivity), it includes 

items 1, 5, 9, 13, 17 and 21. Function two 

(escape from aversive social and/or evaluative 

situations), it includes items 2, 6, 10, 14, 18 

and 22. Function three (attention seeking), it 

includes items 3, 7, 11, 15, 19 and 23& 

function four (tangible rewards), it includes 

items 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 and 24 

Scoring system: 

 <25 % indicates no school refusal behavior. 

25   > 50   % indicates mild school refusal. 

50  > 75  % indicates moderate school refusal 

 >75   % indicates severe school refusal. 

Administrative approval : 

A written letter was issued from the Dean of 

the Faculty of Nursing, Benha University and 

submitted to the director of Alshahid Abdal-

Monem Riad School after obtaining an 

official letter from security which is affiliated 

to the ministry of education. An official 

permission was obtained to carry out the 

study from the directors of the above 

mentioned setting. The objectives and the 

nature of the study were explained to the 

administrative personnel and then it was 

possible to carry out the study with minimum 

resistance. 

Validity and reliability of tools :-  

The researcher conducted an extensive 

literature review and developed the 

questionnaire from previously used tools and 

reviewing pertinent review for validity 

purposes. The questionnaire was formulated 

and was crossed-checked for its content 

validity by five qualified experts in 

psychiatric and community health nursing 

departments who reviewed the tools for 

content accuracy and internal validity. 

Suggestions were incorporated into the 

instrument. Test – retest reliability was 

applied by the researcher for testing the 

internal consistency of the instrument. Test – 

retest reliability of school refusal assessment 

scale was .86 for total scale and (.87, .88, .88 
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and .85) for four subscales (avoidance or 

stimuli provoking negative affectivity, escape 

from aversive social and/or evaluative 

situations, attention seeking, and tangible 

rewards) respectively. Also, test – retest 

reliability of child abuse questionnaire was 

0.92. 

Ethical considerations:  

Approaches to ensure the ethical issues were 

considered in the study regarding 

confidentiality and informed consent. 

Confidentiality was achieved by the use of 

locked sheets without names of the 

participants and replaced by numbers. All the 

participants were informed that the 

information they provided during the study 

would be kept confidential and used only for 

statistical purpose and after finishing the 

study. Each student was informed that 

participation in the study was voluntary, and 

had the right to withdraw from the study at 

any time. 

Pilot study: 

A pilot study conducted to test the 

applicability of the instruments, the feasibility 

of the study and estimate the time needed for 

collecting the data. It was conducted on 10% 

of the total sample (40 students) according to 

the selection criteria. All students participated 

in the pilot study excluded from the study 

sample because the researcher rephrased some 

questions and sentences then set the final 

fieldwork schedule. 

Actual study 

The researcher introduced herself to the 

students then explained the aim of the study to 

every one of them and the type of 

questionnaire required to fill was given to 

each participant. 

The tools of the study were distributed 

between the students who met the inclusion 

criteria and accepted participating in the study 

and they were asked to fill them individually 

A small group interview was done in the 

classroom of school. The researcher faced the 

students and asked questions in Arabic and 

they recorded their answers in the 

questionnaire paper. 

Each 5 student was interviewed to collect the 

data related to socio-demographic data, child 

abuse questionnaire, as well as school refusal 

assessment scale. Questionnaire distributed to 

students daily from 8.30a.m to 1.30p.m except 

the vocation . 

Each student was handed the questionnaire 

and answered it under observation of the 

researcher. A student who can't read well, the 

researcher helps them to record their answers . 

The researcher interviewed about 50-55 

student a day. 

The first instrument (child abuse 

questionnaire) was filled in about 15-20 

minutes and the second instrument (school 

assessment scale questionnaire) was filled in 

about 5- 10 minutes. 

The process of data collection occurred daily 

and took about one month except the vocation 

(Friday and Saturday), started in 28 

November 2019 and ended in 18 December 

2019. 

Statistical analysis 

Data analysis 

Upon completion of data collection, the 

collected data were organized, tabulated; 

statistically analyzed by using an IBM 

personal computer with Statistical Package of 

Social Science (SPSS) version 22. Data were 

presented using descriptive statistics in form 
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of number and percentage, mean, standard 

division, and Qualitative variables were 

comparing using the chi- square test. For 

quantitative data, person correlation 

coefficient (r) was used for correlation 

analysis and degree of significance was 

identified. A statistically significant 

difference was considered if p-value was< 

0.05. A highly statistically significant 

difference was considered if p-value was< 

0.001. 

Results 

Table (1) reveals that, more than three 

quarters of the studied children  (79.0%) their 

age ranging from 10 – 12 years, and about 

half (51.3%) were female. Also, regarding to 

number of siblings, more than one third 

(40.3%) had three siblings and about one third 

(33.3%) of children were the third child 

among his siblings. The table shows also, the 

majority (93.8%) of the studied children were 

living with their family (father & mother) and 

more than half (51.8%) were in fifth grade. 

Table (2) illustrates that there was no 

statistical significant difference between level 

of different form of abuse and different family 

members . 

Figure (1) illustrates that less than half of the 

studied children (48.0%) have moderate level 

of abuse from their family. 

Table (3) refers that less than half of the 

studied children (48.5%) had a high level of 

neglect. Also, the table shows that, the 

majority of the studied children (85.7%) had 

low level of sexual abuse from school . 

Figure 2 illustrates that less than half of the 

studied children (46.8%) had high level of 

child abuse from school . 

Figure 3 illustrates that less than half of the 

studied children (41.3%) had mild level of 

school refusal. 

Table (4) demonstrates that the majority of 

the studied children (90.0%) reported high 

level of ''escape from aversive social and/or 

evaluative situations''. Also, the same table 

shows that more than half (59.0%) of the 

studied children reported a high level of 

''avoidance or stimuli provoking negative 

affectivity .'' 

Table (5) indicates that there was statistically 

significant negative correlation between total 

family abuse subscale and total school refusal 

with P value < (0.05). While there was a 

highly statistically positive correlation 

between total school abuse subscale and total 

school refusal with P value = (0.001). 

Table (6) demonstrates that there was no 

statistically significant correlation between 

total school refusal subscale  and total child  

abuse with P value < 0.05, while, there was a 

highly statistically positive correlation 

between total child abuse and total school 

refusal with P value < (0.001). 
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Table (1): Distribution of studied children regarding to their socio-demographic 

characteristics (n=400). 

 

Socio-demographic characteristics of child 

The studied children ( n= 400) 

No % 

Age (years) : 

 10 - 12 years 316 79.0 

 12 >   years 84 21.0 

Gender: 

 Male 205 51.3 

 Female 195 48.8 

Number of siblings: 

 One 38 9.5 

 Two 105 26.3 

 Three 161 40.3 

 Four or More 96 24.0 

The order of child among his siblings:  

 The first 113 28.3 

 The second 94 23.5 

 The third 133 33.3 

 The fourth 24 6.0 

 The last 36 9.0 

Cohabitation: 

 Father 13 3.3 

 Mother 6 1.5 

 Father and mother 375 93.8 

 Other 6 1.5 

Classroom: 

 Fifth grade 207 51.8 

 Sixth grade 193 48.3 

 

Table (2): Relationship between total level of different forms of child abuse and different 

family members (n = 400). 

Types of child abuse 
Mother Father Siblings Total 

X
2
 p-value 

No % No % No % No % 

Physical abuse  

High 178 44.4 176 44.0 176 44.0 177 44.2 

0.42 0.98 Moderate 171 42.8 178 44.5 176 44.0 175 43.8 

Low 51 12.8 46 11.5 48 12.0 48 12.0 

Emotional  abuse  

High 180 45.0 174 43.5 174 43.5 176 44.0 

2.35 0.63 Moderate 167 41.8 183 45.8 183 45.8 178 44.4 

Low 53 13.2 43 10.7 43 10.7 46 11.6 

Neglect  

High 178 44.5 173 43.3 172 43.0 174 43.6 

0.46 0.97 Moderate 179 44.8 181 45.3 186 46.5 182 45.5 

Low 43 10.7 46 11.4 42 10.5 44 10.9 

Sexual abuse  

High 7 1.8 5 1.3 5 1.3 6 1.4 

1.13 0.88 Moderate 7 1.8 10 2.5 10 2.5 9 2.3 

Low 386 96.4 385 96.2 385 96.2 385 96.3 
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Figure (1): Distribution of studied children regarding to total level of abuse from their family 

(n= 400). 

 

Table (3): Distribution of the studied children regarding to level of child abuse from school. 

 

Types of child abuse High Moderate Low 

No % No % No % 

Physical abuse  184 46.0 148 37.0 68 17.0 

Emotional  abuse  182 45.5 153 38.3 65 16.3 

Neglect  194 48.5 138 34.5 68 17.0 

Sexual abuse  20 5.0 37 9.3 343 85.7 

 

  
 

Figure (2): The total level of school abuse among the studied children (n= 400). 
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Figure (3): Distribution of studied children regarding to level of school refusal (n= 400). 

 

Table (4): Distribution of the studied children regarding to total level of school refusal 

subscale (n=400). 

Total school refusal subscale 

 
Mild Moderate Sever 

No % No % No % 

Function one (avoidance or stimuli provoking negative 

affectivity) items 1, 5, 9, 13, 17 and 21. 

38 9.4 127 
31.6 236 59.0 

Function two (escape from aversive social and/or 

evaluative situations) items 2, 6, 10, 14, 18 and 22. 

10 2.5 30 
7.5 360 90.0 

Function three (attention seeking) items 3, 7, 11, 15, 19 

and 23. 

66 16.5 174 
43.5 161 40.0 

Function four (tangible rewards) items 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 and 

24. 

77 19.3 181 
45.3 142 35.4 

 

Table (5): Correlation between total school refusal and total child abuse subscales among the 

studied children (n= 400). 

 

 Child Abuse Subscales  

Total school refusal 

R p-value 

Family  abuse subscale -0.42 0.021* 

School abuse subscale 0.72 0.000** 

*when p   > 0.05 there was statistically significant differences. 

**when p >0.001 there was highly statistically significant differences. 

Table (6): Correlation between child abuse and total school refusal subscale among the 

studied children (n=400). 

School refusal scales Total child abuse 

r p-value 

Function one (avoidance or stimuli provoking negative affectivity). 0.07 0.12 

Function two (escape from aversive social and/or evaluative 

situations).   

0.02 0.55 

Function three (attention seeking). 0.08 0.07 

Function four (tangible rewards). 0.08 0.08 

Total school refusal  0.91 0.000** 

When p < 0.05 there was no statistically significant differences. 

**when p >0.001 there was highly statistically significant differences. 
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Discussion 

Child abuse is major threats to child health 

and well-being. WHO, (2019) recognized that 

child abuse is a major international health 

problem with unacceptable levels of 

morbidity and mortality.  Child abuse is a 

serious problem that results in devastating and 

long lasting damage to individual and 

community at large, and can destroy child 

self-concept, self- esteem, relationships, 

ability to trust and leading causes of child 

morbidity and mortality (Gilbert et al., 2015).  

Regarding to socio-demographic 

characteristics of the studied children, the 

current study result shows that the majority of 

studied students' age were ranging from 10 – 

12 year. From the researcher point of view, 

this is due to conducting a research on the 

fifth and sixth grade of students and they enter 

school at age of six or seven. This finding was 

similar to the study done by Nearchou, 

(2018) who reported that the majority of the 

studied students' age ranging from 10 – 12 

year.  On the other hand, Gutuza & Mapolisa, 

(2015) reported that more than one third of 

the studied participants' age was ranging from 

10 – 12 year. 

Concerning to child's gender, the current 

study result reveals that more than half were 

male. From the researcher point of view, it 

may due to number of male in this year was 

more than female.  This finding was similar to 

the study done by Mohamed et al., (2016); & 

Saddik and Hattab, (2012) who reported that 

more than half of the studied students were 

male.  On the other hand, these findings were 

in disagreement with a study carried out by 

Panel-Grace et al., (2018) who revealed that 

less than half of the studied students were 

male. 

Concerning to the number of siblings, the 

current study result illustrates that less than 

half of the studied students were three.  From 

the researcher point of view of, this may be 

due to low level of awareness about family 

planning and most of Egyptian families like 

children. This finding was similar to the study 

done by Abd El Aziz et al., (2017) who 

reported that less than half of the studied 

students were three or more.  On the other 

hand, these findings were in disagreement 

with a study carried out by Nguyen et al., 

(2009) who revealed that less than one third 

were three or more.  

Concerning to birth order, the current study 

revealed that about one third of the studied 

participants were the third child. These 

findings were in agreement with a study 

carried out by Abd El Aziz et al., (2017) who 

revealed that about one third of the studied 

participants were the third child. These 

findings were in disagreement with a study 

carried out by Matar, (2014) who showed that 

less than half of the studied participants were 

third child. 

Concerning to cohabitation, the current study 

showed that the majority of the studied 

students were lived with their family. From 

the researcher point of view, it may due to 

presence of moral values and ethics and 

following social habits among people in 

Egyptian community to have stable families.  

This finding was similar to the study done by 

Şahbal et al., (2016); & Saddik & Hattab, 

(2012) who reported that the majority of the 

studied students were lived with their family.  

On the other hand, this result was in 

disagreement with, Ribeiro, (2015) who 

reported that less than half of children lived 

with their parents 

Regarding to prevalence of child abuse among 

the studied children, the current study 

revealed that, less than half of the studied 

children reported physical abuse, followed by 

emotional abuse, neglect then sexual abuse. 

From the researcher point of view, it is a 

common sense that parents use physical 

punishment and threatening together, these 

results agreed with Christoffersen, (2013) & 

Akmatov, (2011) who revealed that less than 

half of the studied children exposed to 

physical abuse, followed by emotional abuse, 

neglect then sexual abuse. 

On the other hand, Mogaddam et al., (2015); 

& Al Eissa & Almuneef, (2010) stated that 
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physical abuse was the most common type, 

followed neglect, emotional abuse and sexual 

abuse. This result disagreed with the result of 

Eissa et al., (2015) who stated that emotional 

abuse was the most common type followed by 

physical, neglect then sexual abuse.  

The current study findings revealed that less 

than half of the studied children were exposed 

to high level of physical abuse. From the 

researcher point of view, in Egyptian society, 

all older family members had the right to beat 

children as a form of punishment and care 

such treatment makes children more obedient 

and respectful from their point of view. 

Panel-Grace et al., (2018) & Akmatov, 

(2011) who showed that less than half of 

children exposed to physical abuse .On the 

other hand, this result disagreed with the 

result of Iffland et al., (2013); & Almadani et 

al, (2012) who reported that lower rate of 

physical abuse that about one tenth of the 

studied students exposed to physical abuse.  

Regarding to prevalence of emotional abuse 

among the studied children from their family, 

the current study revealed that the studied 

children were exposed to moderate form of 

emotional abuse from their family. This result 

agreed with the result of Theoklitou et al., 

(2012) who showed that less than half of 

studied students exposed to emotional abuse. 

On the other hand, Şahbal et al., (2016) 

showed that more than half of studied 

students exposed to emotional abuse. Also, 

Ibrahim and Abou El Wafa, (2015) who 

reported that a higher rate of emotional abuse 

that the majority of the studied students had 

been exposed to emotional abuse from their 

family but another study conducted by Chen 

& Wei, (2011) who reported lower rate of 

emotional abuse that about one tenth of the 

studied students had been exposed to 

emotional abuse from their family. From the 

researcher point of view, the differences in 

prevalence of emotional abuse may be 

attributed to differences in socioeconomic 

levels and cultural differences in the way of 

punishment from country to country and the 

presence of awareness among children to 

report abuse, in addition to the application of 

the child protection laws in developed 

countries. 

Concerning to prevalence of neglect among 

the studied children from their family, the 

current study revealed that less than half of 

the studied students reported moderate form 

of neglect. This result parallel with the result 

of  Hospital-Based Child Maltreatment 

Registry, (2012); & Al Eissa and Almuneef, 

(2010) who reported that less than half of the 

studied students exposed to neglect. On the 

other hand, Mennen et al., (2011); & Sedlak 

et al., (2010)  reported that a higher rate of 

neglect less than three quarter of the studied 

students had been exposed to neglect from 

their family. Also, DeVooght et al., (2011); & 

Al- Mahroos, (2007) reported that lower rate 

of neglect less than one fifth of the studied 

students had been exposed to neglect from 

their family. From the researcher point of 

view, the differences in prevalence of neglect 

may be attributed to differences in 

socioeconomic levels and cultural differences 

in the way of punishment from country to 

country and the presence of awareness among 

children to report neglect, in addition to the 

application of the child protection laws in 

developed countries.   

Regarding to prevalence of sexual abuse, the 

current study showed that level of sexual 

abuse from their family. This result was 

congruent with the result of Saad et al., 

(2016); & Iffland et al., (2013) who showed 

that the minority of the studied students 

exposed to sexual abuse from their family. 

Meanwhile, the result disagreed with the 

result of Almadani et al, (2012) who reported 

that a higher rate of sexual abuse among the 

studied students from their family. From the 

researcher point of view, the differences in 

prevalence of child sexual abuse may be 

attributed to differences in socioeconomic 

levels, religion and cultural differences from 

country to country and the presence of 

awareness among children to report sexual 

abuse. 
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Regarding to total level of child abuse among 

the studied children from their family, the 

current study revealed that less than half of 

the studied children have moderate level of 

child abuse. From the researcher point of 

view, it may be due to the Egyptian 

community, the moderate forms of child 

abuse are common and used by parents, the 

severe forms as burning or beating that lead to 

fractures are rarely found and even present, 

these cases aren't usually documented as 

parents will fabricate the reason for their child 

injury. The Egyptian culture values child's 

power assertive discipline and obedience, 

hence, corporal maltreatment and punishment 

are expected to be a common practice. These 

results agreed with, Panel-Grace et al., 

(2018) who revealed that less than half of the 

studied children have moderate level of child 

abuse.    

According to distribution of physical abuse 

among the studied children from school, the 

current study findings revealed that less than 

half of the studied children were exposed to 

physical abuse from school. From the 

researcher point of view, all older family 

members felt that teachers had the right to 

beat students and saying that it motivates 

them to study. Also, teachers felt that physical 

punishment make students more obedient and 

respectful. Our findings paralleled with 

Şahbal et al., (2016) who reported that less 

than half of the studied children were exposed 

to physical abuse from school. On the other 

hand, this result disagreed with Longobardi et 

al., (2017) who reported that more than half 

of the studied children exposed to physical 

abuse from school.  Also, Ribeiro et al., 

(2015) reported that the majority of children 

were exposed to physical abuse at school.  

Concerning to the prevalence of emotional 

abuse at school, the current study findings 

revealed that less than half of the studied 

children were exposed to emotional abuse.  

This result agree with the result of  Fromuth 

et al., (2015) who reported that less than half 

of the studied children were exposed to 

emotional abuse from school. On the other 

hand, this result disagreed with the result of 

Nearchou, (2018); Şahbal et al., (2016); & 

Ribeiro et al., (2015) who reported that the 

majority of students were exposed to 

emotional abuse at school.  Also, 

Longobardi et al., (2017); & El Bcheraoui et 

al., (2012) reported that more than three 

quarters of the studied students had been 

exposed to emotional abuse at school. 

Regarding to the prevalence of neglect, the 

current study showed that less than half of the 

studied children were exposed to neglect. This 

result disagreed with the result of Theoklitou 

et al., (2012) who reported that more than half 

of the students were exposed to neglect at 

school. Also, Shahrbabaki et al., (2014) 

reported that about one quarter of the study 

students exposed to neglect from school.    

Regarding to the prevalence of sexual abuse, 

the current study findings revealed that the 

minority of the study participants were 

exposed to sexual abuse. This result parallel 

with the result of Koçtürk  & Yüksel, (2018); 

& Mascarenhas et al., (2015) who revealed 

that the minority of the studied children were 

exposed to sexual abuse. On the other hand, 

Ribeiro et al., (2015) reported that about one 

third of the studied children were exposed to 

sexual abuse at school. Also, Longobardi et 

al., (2017) reported that about one quarter of 

the studied students exposed to sexual abuse 

at school. 

Also, the current study revealed that the 

majority of the study sample reported higher 

level of exposure to neglect, followed by 

physical abuse, emotional abuse then sexual 

abuse from school.  From the researcher 

point of view, neglect is the most common 

form of abuse at school may due to large 

number of students in classroom so it is 

difficult to give attention to all students. Also, 

physical abuse and punishment are forbidden 

in schools so neglect is the most common. 

This result agreed with the result of 

Theoklitou et al., (2012); & Shahrbabaki et 

al., (2014) who revealed that the majority of 

the study sample reported neglect, followed 

by emotional abuse and physical abuse but 

Ribeiro et al., (2015) revealed that the 
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majority of the study sample reported physical 

abuse, followed by emotional abuse then 

sexual abuse. Also, Longobardi et al., (2017) 

reported that the majority of the study sample 

reported emotional abuse followed by 

physical abuse then sexual abuse.  

Regarding to distribution of the studied 

children regarding to level of child abuse 

from school, the current study revealed that 

less than half of the studied children have 

high level of child abuse. From the researcher 

point of view, this may due to the Egyptian 

culture values child's power assertive 

discipline and obedience, hence, corporal 

maltreatment and punishment are expected to 

be a common practice in schools. Our results 

agreed with the result of Şahbal et al., (2016) 

who reported that less than half of school 

children have high level of child abuse. These 

results are incongruent with the results of El 

Bcheraoui et al., (2009) who reported that the 

majority of school children have high level of 

child abuse. 

Regarding to distribution of the studied 

children regarding to level of school refusal, 

the current study revealed that less than half 

of the studied children had mild level of 

school refusal. This result was in agreement 

with, Lemkin et al., (2018); & Al-Mansoob et 

al., (2018) who reported that mild level of 

school refusal. This finding was inconsistent 

with previous studies Gonzálveza et al., 

(2018); & Lemkin et al., (2018) who showed 

that less than one third of the sample had 

school refusal behavior. Also, Balakrishnan 

& Andi, (2019) reported that the majority of 

students had a higher rate of school refusal 

behavior. From the researcher point of view, 

this may due to child abuse at school or 

parent's negligence and lack of supervision on 

their children, as well as having very low 

expectations on education, attainment and the 

children will not value school and eventually 

will refuse to go to school.   

The current study findings revealed that, the 

majority of the studied children reported high 

level of ''escape from aversive social and/or 

evaluative situations'' and more than half of 

the studied children have high level of 

avoidance or stimuli provoking negative 

affectivity. From the researcher point of view, 

if students feeling upset endures for long 

periods, children suffering from depression or 

anxiety can suddenly lose their ability to take 

pleasure from everyday activities. In times the 

children can isolate themselves entirely from 

both friends and family. This results in a 

refusal of going school, attention and 

concentration difficulties occurring because of 

depression or anxiety.  This result disagreed 

with Tekin et al., (2018) who reported that 

less than half of the studied children had 

moderate level of ''escape from aversive 

social and/or evaluative situations'' and more 

than the minority of the studied children have 

low level of ''avoidance or stimuli provoking 

negative.  

Regarding to the correlation between total school 

refusal and child abuse subscale, the current 

study showed that there is statistically significant 

negative correlation between total family abuse 

subscale and total school refusal. While, there is a 

highly statistically positive correlation between 

total school abuse subscale and total school 

refusal. From the researcher point of view, this 

may be due to if the child treated good from 

family member, this will decrease stress and 

anxiety and help the child to give, like school and 

its surroundings. When the child has feeling of 

abuse from school, this is increase stress, anxiety 

and depression so isolating themselves from both 

school and friends. These findings agreed with 

Nayak et al., (2018); & Tekin et al., (2018) who 

reported that emotional difficulties due to child 

abuse make child refuse to attend school. On the 

other hand, these results incongruent with Maric 

et al., (2012) who reported that negative thoughts 

related to self and school such as friends, 

teachers, school environment, social threat, 

personal failure, and over generalization may 

results in school refusal.  

Concerning the correlation between total child 

abuse and total school refusal subscale among the 

studied children, there was no statistically 

significant correlation between school refusal 

subscale and total child abuse. From the 

researcher point of view, there are interactional 
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factors that cause school refusal, it has been 

found out that attachment styles, anxiety, 

depression, and negative thoughts are correlated 

with school refusal not only child abuse from 

family or school. These results agreed with other 

studies as reported by Bahalı et al., (2009); & 

Christogiorgos & Giannakopoulos, (2014).  

        While there was a highly statistically 

positive correlation between total child abuse and 

total school refusal. From the researcher point of 

view, this may due to if child has feelings of 

abuse from school or family members, this may 

increase his stress, anxiety and depression so 

isolating himself from both family, friends and 

refuse to go to school. This result was congruent 

with the result of Nayak et al., (2018); & Tekin 

et al., (2018)   who reported that emotional 

difficulties due to child abuse make him refuse to 

attend school.  

Conclusion 
Based on the results of this study, the 

following conclusions were. 

Near to half of the studied children had 

moderate level of child abuse from their 

family and high level of child abuse from 

school. Three quarters of the studied students 

had moderate level of school refusal behavior. 

There was statistically negative correlation 

between family abuse and school refusal.  

Recommendation 

Based on the findings of this study, the 

following recommendations were 

suggested:- 

 Psycho-educational programs should be 

integrated as nursing intervention for 

students and their parents to enhance their 

psychological well- being.  

 Educate parents through parenting 

workshops and other sources of 

information about parenting skills and 

encourage them to begin talking to their 

children. 

 Supportive groups to help the students and 

their parents to overcome any 

psychological distress. 

  Assertiveness training program should be 

given to students to enhance their 

psychological well- being and reduce 

school refusal.  

 Community mental health nurse should 

holding training courses relating to the 

methods of normal parenting styles and 

teaching style and its importance in 

psychological well- being and school 

refusal of children.   

 Therapeutic guidance programs should be 

prepared for children who exposed to 

child abuse or have school refusal. 
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 بين طلبت الودارس اإلبتدائيت فً هدينت بنها الودرسً والرفض هدي اإلرتباط بين إساءة هعاهلت األطفال

 هنً هحود بركاث –هعالً إبراهين الوالكً  –أهيرة هصطفً عبد الحويد 

 

َورٕجح  ىيطفو أَ اىرٍذٔذ سذناب أْ فعو ٔمنه أن ٔيحق اىعشسعشف إصاءج معاميح اىطفو عيّ أوٍا إذ  

أٔعا ذغٕٕشاخ فٓ األداء َ َوفضٕح,ىمشامو صحٕح َ صيُمٕح َجضذٔح  ٍمذزٔذ مخاغش ذعّشظ ىزىل

ىزا  ,فٕما ٔعشف تاىشفط اىمذسصّ اىمذسصٓ َ مشامو فٓ اىمذسصح ماىغٕاب اىمرنشس مه اىمذسصح

غفاه َاىشفط اىمذسصّ تٕه ألمذْ اإلسذثاغ تٕه إصاءج معاميح ا ٌذفد ٌزي اىذساصح إىّ اىرعشف عيّ

غاىة َغاىثح مه اىصف  044 عيّ اىذساصح َقذ أجشٔد.اىمشحو اإلترذائٕح فّ مذٔىح تىٍا غيثح

تىٍا اىراتعح  اىخامش َاىضادس مه اىمشحيً االترذائٕح تمذسصح اىشٍٕذ عثذ اىمىعم سٔاض فّ مذٔىح

 أغفاه اىذساصح ىذٍٔم مضرُِ مرُصػ ما ٔقشب مه وصفأن  جٕث مشفد اىىرائج .ىمحافظح اىقيُٕتٕح

ما ٔقشب مه وصف األغفاه اىزٔه ذمد دساصرٍم ىذٍٔم َ ,مه إصاءج معاميح األغفاه مه عائالذٍم

مرُصػ  أقو مه وصف اىطالب ىذٍٔم مضرَُِ ,مضرُِ مشذفع مه إصاءج معاميح األغفاه مه اىمذسصح

مان ٌىاك اسذثاغ إٔجاتٓ راخ دالىح إحصائًٕ تٕه اإلصاءج اىنيٕح ىيطيثح  َ اىمذسصّمه صيُك اىشفط 

فّ اىمذسصً َاىشفط اىنيٓ ىيمذسصح. َأٔعا ذُجذ عالقح اسذثاغٕح صاىثح إحصائٕاً تٕه اإلصاءج 

دمج اىثشامج اىرثقٕفًٕ اىىفضٕح  مما أَصد اىذساصح تأٌمٕحاألصشٔح َاىشفط اىنيٓ مه اىمذسصح. 

إعذاد تشامج اىرُجًٕ اىعالجٓ  ٕاء أمُسٌم ىرعزٔز صحرٍم اىىفضٕح َالب َأَىمرذخو ذمشٔعٓ ىيط

 ىألغفاه اىزٔه ذعشظُا إلصاءج معاميح أَ سفعُا اىذساصح.
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